TWELFTH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

PHILADELPHIA  SABBATH  ASSOCIATION. 


The  Christian  Sabbath  is  the  product  of  infinite  wisdom 
and  goodness.  Coming  from  a perfect  God,  it  is  based  upon 
supreme  authority,  while  it  is  written  upon  the  very  constitution 
of  man  by  the  finger  of  Divine  love.  The  Sabbath  v/as  made 
for  man,  and  the  command  in  the  bosom  of  the  moral  law  is 
direct  and  strongly  guarded  and  comes  to  us  as  expressly  and 
definitely  as  it  did  to  those  who  witnessed  the  lightnings  and 
thunders  of  Sinai.  This  is  a part  of  that  law  which  is  adapted 
to  our  entire  race  and  perpetually  binding.  This  ordinance  is 
indispensable  to  the  welfare  not  only  of  individuals,  but  of  states 
and  empire.s.  And  especiall}"  should  the  Sabbath  be  prized  and 
kept  holy  in  our  Republic,  so  that  general  intelligence,  sound 
morality,  and  undefiled  religion  may  prevail  throughout  our 
widely-extended,  and  rapidly-populated  territory.  The  elements 
of  society  must  be  right  and  founded  on  Stirling  principle,  if  we 
would  secure  strength  and  permanence  to  our  government  with 
all  its  far-reaching  and  important  bearings  upon  individual  hap- 
piness, upon  our  national  prosperity,  and  upon  the  destiny  of  the 
world.  But,  if  this  institution  of  Jehovah  is  profaned  and  tram- 
pled in  the  dust,  can  we  attain  an  object  so  momentous  to  man 
for  time  and  for  eternity  1 Or  will  He  not  pour  out  for  this  very 
evil,  as  he  has  done,  his  feai'ful  “ indignation  1”  (Ex.  22  : 31.) 
“ Be  not  deceived : God  is  not  mocked  ; for  whatsoever  a man 
soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap.”  (Gal.  6 : 7.) 

In  presenting  our  Twelfth  Annual  Report,  we  are  cheered 
with  evident  tokens  of  Heaven’s  approbation,  and  from  the 
marked  success  which  has  crowned  our  efforts  for  the  better  ob- 
servance of  the  Lord’s  day,  and  for  the  temporal  welfare  and 
moral  improvement  of  thousands  of  laborers  upon  our  rail  roads 


2 


and  canals,  we  are  much  encouraged  to  persevere  in  the  cause 
which  has  received  our  sympathies  and  prayers.  And  for  the 
gratification  of  our  donors  and  that  the  public  may  see  the  im- 
portance of  the  work,  we  introduce  to  our  readers  the  following 
correspondence  from  our  missionaries  and  voluntary  co-laborers. 

Hightstown,  N.  J.,  December  18th,  1852. 

Dear  Brother  Miller  : — I have  spent  the  past  season  on  the 
Main  Line  and  on  the  Delaware  Division,  and  the  Lehigh  Canals.  On 
the  Main  Line,  I have  labored  among  the  boatmen  from  Columbia  to 
Pittsburg;  but  my  time  was  principally  spent  on  the  Juniata  Division. 
Here  I had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  warm  friends,  many  whose  ac- 
quaintance was  made  some  six  years  since,  both  among  boatmen  and 
the  friends  of  the  Sabbath. 

As  the  past  was  the  first  season  of  the  canal  being  entirely  closed 
on  the  Lord’s  day,  no  doubt  a deep  interest  exists  to  know  the  result. 
1 am  happy  to  say,  that  so  far  as  my  observation  and  inquiry  extend, 
it  has  been  attended  with  happy  results.  Indeed,  but  few  dissenting 
voices  have  been  heard,  while  the  large  majority  rejoice,  that  they 
now  can  enjoy  a day  of  rest  after  their  weekly  toils ; and  none  more 
heartily  than  the  lock-tenders,  than  whom,  perhaps,  none  need  it 
more,  as  during  the  boating  season  many  of  them  attend  night  and 
day. 

The  superiority  of  the  present  rule  of  closing  the  locks  on  the 
Sabbath,  over  the  former  system  of  allowing  the  boatmen  to  lock 
themselves  through  without  the  attendance  of  the  lock-tender,  will  be 
best  illustrated  by  a conversation  held  by  your  missionary  with  one 
of  those  lock  keepers  in  reference  to  its  effect.  Says  he,  “ I have 
lost  little  or  nothing  from  my  garden  or  hen-roost  this  season,  and  I 
attribute  it  altogether  to  this  change.  Under  the  old  system,  at  twelve 
o’clock  on  Saturday  night,  weary  and  worn  out  with  my  week’s  toil, 
I retired  to  rest  according  to  my  privilege,  leaving  the  boatmen  to  lock 
themselves  through.  Then  a dishonest  boatman  coming  along,  could 
commit  any  depredation  upon  my  garden  or  hen-roost,  without  fear 
of  detection,  under  the  cover  of  night,  knowing  that  by  morning  he 
would  be  far  away,  and  could  safely  use  his  plunder.  But  now, 
whoever  comes  after  I have  retired,  must  tie  up  over  Sabbath  close 
at  hand,  and  consequently  stand  a much  greater  chance  of  detection, 
if  he  commits  such  depredations.”  Such  is  one  of  the  effects  of 
closing  the  locks  on  the  Sabbath.  It  also  allows  the  lock-tender  and 
his  family  the  uninterrupted  enjo3’ment  of  that  privilege  guaranteed 
them  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  as  well  as  those  of  God. 

Through  this  arrangement  I have  been  enabled  to  collect  the  boat- 
men together-in  larger  or  smaller  numbers,  at  almost  any  point  of  the 
canal  on  the  Sabbath  day,  to  preach  to  them.  I have,  however,  mostly 
confined  my  labor  to  those  places  where  I had  reason  to  expect  the 
largest  gathering,  such  as  Hollidaysburg,  where  the  most  of  my  Sab- 
batlis  were  spent ; but  I have  not  neglected  otlier  places,  as  time  per- 
mitted and  good  could  be  accomplished  in  visiting  them.  I have  ac- 
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cordingly  spent  Sabbaths  at  Columbia,  Newport,  Mifflintown,  Mc- 
Veytown,  Mill  Creek,  Huntingdon,  Petersburg  and  Alexandria,  on 
the  east  side  of  the  mountains,  and  Johnstown  and  Blairsville  on  the 
west  side.  Our  congregations  of  boatmen,  ranging  from  25  to  300, 
their  order  and  attention,  have  greatly  encouraged  us.  As  I have 
preached  to  them  from  the  deck  of  a canal  boat,  the  bridge  or  the 
wharf,  often  deep  solemnity  has  marked  those  meetings,  indicating 
the  presence  of  the  Lord. 

It  is,  however,  in  our  private  interviews  with  the  boatmen,  that 
while  on  the  one  hand  we  receive  the  greatest  rebuffs,  on  the  other, 
we  receive  our  greatest  inducement  to  faithful  perseverance  in  our  la- 
bors, knowing  that  they  are  not  in  vain.  A few  facts  will  illustrate 
this  point.  One  day  on  approaching  a boat,  I overheard  the  captain 
use  some  very  profane  language.  After  a little  time  I offered  him  a 
tract  on  that  wicked  habit.  Seeing  the  title,  he  refused  it  with  an 
oath,  and  the  remark  that  I had  better  mind  my  own  business,  and 
continuing  in  that  strain  for  a few  minutes.  It  seemed  as  if  my 
effort  in  his  behalf  would  be  of  no  avail  until  I ventured  to  ask 
him  if  he  had  never  received  instruction  from  a pious  mother.  Here 
I found  I had  touched  a chord  that  at  once  vibrated,  as  the  tears  start- 
ed in  his  eyes,  and  he  remarked,  that  such  a mother  he  once  had,  but 
she  had  long  since  gone  to  the  better  world  ; and  a pious  wife  and 
two  lovely  children  had  all  passed  away,  with  the  dying  request  that  he 
would  turn  from  his  wicked  ways  and  meet  them  at  last  in  heaven, 
and  “Oh,  sir!”  said  he,  “I  often  think  of  them  and  what  a great  sin- 
ner I am,  and  especially  in  the  dark  watches  of  the  night,  as  I am  all 
alone  steering  my  boat,  I often  feel  so  wretched,  that  if  some  good 
Christian  was  only  here  to  pray  for  me,  I could  get  down  on  the  deck 
of  my  boat,  and  cry  to  God  for  mercy  on  my  poor  soul,” 

At  another  time,  the  captain  and  steersman  of  a boat  on  which  I 
was  riding,  assumed  the  part  of  violent  opposers  of  the  scriptures. 
They  however,  were  prevailed  upon  to  accept  a Bible,  with  the  pro- 
mise carefully  to  read  it.  At  a subsequent  meeting  with  them,  I found 
it  was  not  only  read,  but  was  operating  upon  their  judgment  and 
hearts  ; and  in  several  interviews  afterward,  previous  to  leaving  that 
field  of  my  labor,  I found  the  work  still  progressing  with  them,  and 
had  the  pleasure  of  bowing  the  knee  in  prayer  with  them  at  the 
throne  of  grace,  in  the  cabin  of  their  boat. 

Sometimes  I meet  those  who  once  enjoyed  the  Divine  presence, 
but  now  must  exclaim  in  the  mournful  notes  of  the  poet ; 

What  peaceful  hours  I once  enjoyed, 

How  sweet  their  memory  still; 

But  they  have  left  an  aching  void, 

The  world  can  never  fill. 

“Oh,  sir!”  said  one  of  this  class,  “the  canal  has  been  my  ruin;  its 
temptations  were  more  than  I could  endure,  and  I am  convinced  that 
in  my  case,  to  keep  and  enjoy  religion,  I would  have  to  leave  the  ca- 
nal ; but  boating  is  my  employment,  by  it  I must  live  and  support 
my  family.”  This  is  one  of  a number  of  such  cases. 
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But  on  the  other  hand,  I have  delightful  Christian  intercourse  with 
a number  of  pious  captains  and  hands,  who  have  rejoiced  to  meet 
your  missionary,  and  take  sweet  counsel  together.  Were  it  proper,  I 
might  mention  the  names  of  several  whose  Christian  integrity  com- 
mands the  respect  of  their  fellow  boatmen. 

Among  the  driver  boys  I have  met  with  much  encouragement.  On 
one  occasion  I found  the  driver,  belonging  to  the  boat,  to  be  one  of 
the  most  unpromising  in  appearance  that  I had  met  during  the  season. 
I succeeded  in  drawing  him  into  religious  conversation.  He  had 
emphatically  felt  “that  no  man  cared  for  him  but  when  he  found 
that  your  missionary  could  and  did  sympathize  with  him,  the  pent  up 
feelings  of  the  heart  gave  vent  in  tears,  as  he  unbosomed  himself,  and 
exclaimed : “Sir,  I have  no  father  nor  mother  nor  any  near  friend 
who  careth  for  me  ! 1 would  like  to  do  that  which  is  right,  but  I have 
no  encouragement !!”  I told  him  that  Jesus  cared  for  him,  and  point- 
ed this  poor  orphan  to  him  for  mercy,  and  I trust  not  in  vain.  I gave 
him  a Testament  and  a couple  of  tracts,  for  which  he  seemed  very 
grateful.  He  promised  carefully  to  read  them,  and  when  he  could, 
to  pray  to  the  Lord  for  his  blessing  and  care. 

Again,  I found  a driver  boy  of  considerable  intelligence  under  the 
awakening  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  sought  every  opportu- 
nity to  obtain  instruction  upon  the  great  question  of  salvation.  He 
had  received  instruction  from  pious  parents,  whom  he  had  left  be- 
hind in  the  old  country.  He  had  found  his  way  on  to  the  canal,  but 
the  good  Spirit  was  there  to  draw  him  to  God,  and  your  missionary 
was  permitted  to  be  a co-worker  with  it  for  the  salvation  of  that  pre- 
cious soul ; and  I cannot  but  believe  that  a mother’s  prayers  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  were  heard  in  behalf  of  her  wandering  boy. 

Upon  this  line  of  the  canal,  although  we  see  many,  very  many 
things  to  lament,  yet  in  comparison  with  years  past,  we  must  say 
there  has  been  great  improvement,  and  we  trust  now  that,  since  the 
canal  is  closed  on  the  Lord’s  day,  and  the  opportunities  are  increased, 
the  moral  and  religious  improvement  of  the  boatmen  will  advance  more 
rapidly. 

On  the  Delaware  and  I<ehigh  canals,  T have  found  the  crowd  of 
boats  has  been  greater  than  ever  before,  and  yet,  with  but  few  excep- 
tions, the  locks  have  remained  closed  on  the  Sabbath,  by  which  I have 
had  the  opportunity  of  preaching  to  the  boatmen  almost  every  Sab- 
bath. Our  congregations  here,  in  general,  have  been  well-attended, 
and  with  two  exceptions,  good  order  has  prevailed.  These  exceptions 
were  caused  by  rum,  and  the  disturbing  parties,  when  they  came  to 
themselves,  and  understood  the  part  they  had  acted,  were  filled  with 
shame  and  regret. 

On  these  canals  we  have  a large  class  of  Roman  Catholics,  whose 
influence  is  felt  to  the  detriment  of  true  religion  and  morals.  From 
a few  of  this  class  I have  been  threatened  with  bodily  injury ; but 
hitherto  has  the  Lord  restrained  the  wrath  of  man.  Still  it  has  been 
no  uncommon  thing  for  me  to  sit  down  on  their  boats,  and  with  much 
cordiality  converse  with  them  on  the  great  subject  of  their  soul’s  sal- 
vation. 
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One  day  a young  man  with  whom  I was  conversing  on  the  subject 
of  religion,  became  deeply  interested,  and  expressed  solicitude  for 
his  salvation.  Leaving  me  for  a moment,  he  v/ent  into  his  cabin  and 
returned  with  a book,  which  he  handed  to  me,  and  remarked  ; “here, 
sir,  take  that  and  do  what  you  choose  with  it.”  On  looking  into  it, 
I found  it  to  be  a most  obscene  book.  I asked  what  he  wished  me 
to  do  with  it.  He  replied  : “Whatever  you  choose,  only  destroy  it, 
that  it  may  do  no  more  hurt.”  His  request  was  immediately  com- 
plied with,  and  he  expressed  a strong  determination  to  seek  the  Lord, 
and  try  to  save  his  soul. 

The  success  of  the  Sabbath  principle  on  the  canal  is  beyond  all 
doubt ; but  1 sincerely  trust  that  the  improvement  on  the  Delaware, 
being  made  this  winter  to  facilitate  the  business,  will  be  effectual  in 
obviating  any  apparent  necessity  for  the  future  passing  of  boats  on 
the  Sabbath. 

My  tract  distribution  during  the  past  season  has  amounted  to  about 
70,000  pages,  besides  quite  a number  of  Testaments  to  the  driver 
boys,  and  Bibles  to  the  boatmen.  We  will  not  say  that  all  of  them 
are  carefully  read,  and  accomplish  their  design  ; but  we  do  say  that 
many  are  thankfully  received,  and  read  with  interest,  and  accomplish 
good — many  of  them  are  long  preserved,  and  carried  home  to  their 
families.  I have  seen  several  Bibles  on  board  of  boats,  which  were 
presented  several  years  since. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  invoke  your  earnest  prayers,  with  those 
of  the  friends  of  the  boatmen,  that  the  great  Head  of  the  church 
would  pour  out  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  the  ardent  desire  of  our  hearts 
may  be  realized  in  a glorious  reformation  among  them. 

Yours,  in  Gospel  labor, 

Wm.  Haxce. 

Philadelphia,  September  14,  1852. 

Rev.  J.  Miller, — Since  my  engagement  along  the  line  of  canal, 
enough  has  come  under  my  observation  to  assure  me  fully  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  work  contemplated  by  the  P.  S.  Association. 

The  boatmen  urgently  need  the  prayers,  the  sympathy,  and  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  God’s  people  in  their  behalf,  that  the  gospel, 
both  in  its  written  pages  and  as  it  is  verbally  communicated,  may  be 
sanctified  to  their  spiritual  welfare.  They  are  anxious  generally  to 
receive  tracts,  and  manifest  a willingness  to  engage  in  religious 
conversation. 

That  they  are  not  altogether  unsusceptible  of  any  impression  being 
made  upon  them,  as  some  suppose,  may  be  shown  in  the  instance  of 
a captain  whom  I one  day  met.  I introduced  myself  to  him,  by  ex- 
plaining my  object  in  visiting  the  boatmen — gave  him  a tract  which 
he  cordially  accepted.  The  way  then  opened  for  religious  conversa- 
tion, in  w'hich  he  freely  took  part,  informing  me  at  the  same  time, 
that  some  of  his  family  were  members  of  two  different  protestant 
churches.  During  our  conversation  he  was  finally  led  to  contrast  his 
condition  with  that  of  his  family,  and  being  told,  as  he  was  about 
leaving,  that  he  should  be  remembered  in  my  prayers,  his  eyes  be- 
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came  suflused  with  tears,  and  the  old  man  (for  he  was  partially  bald 
headed,)  turned  away  and  wept  over  his  condition. 

Whenever  properly  approached,  there  are  few  of  these  men,  though 
hardened  they  may  appear,  who  do  not  have  some  feeling  upon  the 
subject  of  religion.  Indeed  I have  met  with  but  a single  exception 
where  infidelity  was  openly  avowed.  In  this  case,  I endeavoured  to 
suit  the  circumstance  as  nearly  as  I could  judge,  by  presenting  the  indi- 
vidual with  a tract,  entitled,  “I  am  an  Infidel.”  Shortly  afterwards, 
in  the  course  of  my  labors,  I saw  the  same  individual  again  to  whom 
I ofiered  a tract.  Not  recognising  him  at  first,  he  said  that  he  had 
met  with  me  before  and  received  a tract.  I then  recollected  him,  and 
inquired,  if  it  was  not  such  a tract  that  he  had  received,  giving  the 
title  of  it,  to  which  he  replied,  “it  was.”  I then  told  him  I hoped 
that  he  had  become  changed  in  reference  to  his  former  sentiments  of 
infidelity.  With  apparent  sincerity  he  assured  me  that  he  had. 
With  him  the  Lord  grant  that  others  may  be  led  to  reflect  properly 
upon  their  true  condition,  and  take  refuge  before  it  be  forever  too  late. 

Yours,  sincerely, 

D.  H.  McCoy. 

Pittsburgh,  September  20,  1852. 

Rev.  J.  Miller, — In  submitting  to  you  a brief  report  of  my  mis- 
sionary operations  on  the  canal,  I am  happy  to  inform  you,  that  I 
have  experienced  much,  very  much,  that  is  well  calculated  not  only 
to  cheer  the  missionary  amid  his  arduous  toils  and  labor  of  love,  but 
is  also  adapted  to  stir  up  to  renewed  efforts,  and  fire  us  with  a holy 
zeal  for  making  more  strenuous  exertions  in  extending  the  cause  of 
the  Redeemer’s  Kingdom,  and  promoting  the  welfare  of  immortal 
souls.  But  while  there  is  much  to  encourage,  there  is  also  much  to 
depress  and  sadden  the  mind  of  the  missionary  in  his  efforts  to  do 
good,  in  awakening  the  careless  and  negligent  to  a sense  of  their  dan- 
ger and  sinfulness,  and  in  leading  them  to  Jesus,  as  the  only  hope  set 
before  them.  Profane  swearing  seems  to  be  a deeply  rooted  evil 
which  cannot  easily  be  eradicated. — However  by  conversing  freely 
and  seriously  with  the  boatmen,  on  its  heinousness  and  soul  destruc- 
tive tendency,  I am  happy  to  state  that  my  efforts  have  not  been 
thrown  away,  but  in  many  cases  have  had  a salutary  effect,  not  only 
of  checking  the  practice,  but  of  producing  heartfelt  sorrow  for  their 
sin.  In  illustration  of  this,  one  morning  while  in  C.  I noticed  a num- 
ber of  boys  standing  together,  apparently  in  great  mirth  and  glee. 
They  were  soon,  however,  interrupted  by  a youth  advancing  towards 
them,  and  uttering  as  he  went  horrible  imprecations.  I stood  for  a 
time  amazed  at  the  awful  expressions  that  proceeded  from  his  lips  ; 
and  also  with  the  intent  of  reproving  him  gently  for  his  wickedness, 
and  pointing  out  to  him  the  denunciations  of  God  against  the  blasphe- 
mer. But  I hesitated,  fearing  I could  make  no  impression  on  him. 
Conscience,  however,  told  me  it  was  my  duty  to  make  the  trial.  I 
accordingly  did  so,  and  when  I explained  to  him  the  nature  of  the 
sin,  its  offensiveness  both  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man,  and  the  pun- 
ishment that  awaited  those  who  broke  the  commandments  of  God 
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either  in  this  life  or  that  which  is  to  come,  he  expressed  his  sorrow 
for  using  such  language,  promised  to  refrain  for  the  future,  and  took  a 
tract  I handed  him,  the  subject  of  which  was  (I  believe,)  “ The 
Swearer’s  Prayer.”  I saw  him  a little  after,  separating  himself  from 
his  companions  and  retiring  to  a solitary  place,  there  he  sat  down  and 
read  that  tract,  which  I trust  may  be  blessed  to  the  welfare  of  his 
soul. 

Another  case,  at  B.  Three  boats  were  tied  up  for  the  night,  and 
being  convenient,  1 took  the  opportunity  of  conversing  with  the  boat- 
men and  drivers.  I offered  some  tracts  to  one  man  who  refused  them, 
because  he  could  not  read.  I told  him,  I hoped  that  though  he  could’nt 
read  he  enjoyed  sweet  communion  with  God  and  his  son  Jesus  Christ ; 
and  that  his  prayers  often  ascended  to  him,  who  heareth  the  cries  of 
his  people,  for  spiritual  illumination,  and  the  removal  of  the  blindness 
and  ignorance  of  his  heart.  “ O }'es,”  said  he  in  a jeering  manner, 
“I  put  up  beautiful  prayers  sometimes,”  referring,  I suppose,  to  the 
habit  he  had  acquired  of  profane  swearing.  I urged  upon  him  the 
necessity  of  speedy  repentance.  He  replied  “ time  enough  till  sum- 
mer,” I told  him  of  the  danger  of  delay  and  grieving  the  Holy 
Spirit — of  the  value  of  his  soul,  of  heaven  and  hell.  Before  I left 
him,  he  was  silent,  and  apparently  meditative.  He  took  a tract  and 
promised  to  get  some  of  the  boys  to  read  it  to  him.  Two  of  the 
captains  present,  told  me  the  names  of  their  boats  and  expressed  a 
wish  that  they  might  often  see  me. 

One  day  at  C.  my  attention  was  attracted  by  two  men  who  were 
standing  by  the  river  side,  engaged  in  a very  audible,  conversation  ; 
alternately  consigning  each  other’s  souls  to  the  place  of  torment ; and 
using  other  expressions  peculiarily  painful  and  harassing  to  the  feel- 
ings of  any  reflecting  mind.  I went  up  to  them  with  a parcel  of 
tracts  in  my  hand,  when  one  of  them  shied  off,  but  the  other  stood 
his  ground.  I handed  him  some  tracts  accompanied  with  the  remark 
“you  are  a man  of  prayer,  sir,  I presume.”  “ How  do  you  know 
that,”  said  he?  “ Why  I have  every  reason  to  believe  it”  I replied. 
“Well  then  you  believe  what  is  not  true,  for  I dont  pray  at  all,” 
“ You  don’t  mean  to  deny  it,  I hope,  since  I have  heard  you  with  my 
own  ears  praying  that  God  might  damn  that  man’s  soul.”  “And  do 
you  call  that  praying,”  said  he?  “ Certainly  I do,  for  you  called 
upon  God  to  consign  his  soul  to  destruction — to  that  place  prepared 
for  the  devil  and  his  angels — a place  that  burneth  with  fire  and  brim- 
stone.” “ Well,”  said  he,  after  a pause,  “ I never  looked  upon  it  in 
that  light  before.  I am  perfectly  sure  I did  not  wish  the  man  any 
harm,  as  he  is  an  intimate  acquaintance  of  mine,  but  I see  it  was 
very  wicked  in  me  to  use  such  expressions.  It  is  the  first  time  I 
have  ever  been  checked  for  swearing,  although  I have  been  in  the 
habit  of  using  profane  language  for  many  years  ; and  instead  of  being 
displeased  with  you,  sir,  I feel  thankful  for  your  kind  reproof,  and 
will  endeavour  to  profit  by  it.”  1 have  not  seen  the  man  since,  but 
I fondly  hope  that  I spoke  to  him  “ a word  in  season.” 

I often  came  in  contact  with  several  of  the  raftmen,  to  whom  I 
gave  tracts,  and  with  whom  I conversed  on  the  subject  of  religion. 
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in  the  course  of  my  conversation  with  one  of  them,  I quoted  that 
passage  “ The  wicked  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment ; 
but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal,”  he  said  he  did  not  believe  “ God 
ever  made  a man  to  be  damned.”  “ No  my  friend,”  said  I,  “ there 
is  a free  offer  of  mercy  and  pardon  held  out  to  every  sinner,  if  he 
will  only  accept  of  it  through  faith  in  Christ  Jesus.  The  scriptures 
themselves  declare,  ‘as  I live,  saith  the  Lord,  I have  no  pleasure  in 
the  death  of  the  wicked,  but  that  they  should  turn  unto  me  and  live,’ 
but  do  you  think  that  God  Avill  force  this  free  and  unmerited  grace 
upon  any  man  against  his  will,  or  that  any  can  hope  for  salvation  by 
persisting  in  a course  of  sin  ?”  “No.”  “ Suppose,”  said  I,  “ you  offend 
against  the  laws  of  the  land,  by  doing  that  which  they  fordid,  what 
will  be  the  consequence  ?”  “ Why,  I suppose  in  that  case  they  would 
punish  me.”  “ But  would  it  be  right  in  them  to  punish  you  for  tramp- 
ling upon  their  laws  ?”  “ Yes,  I think  it  would,”  he  replied.  “ Then 
God  as  the  Creator  and  Ruler  of  the  universe  has  given  us  command- 
ments that  we  should  observe,  and  ‘ his  commands  are  holy,  just,  and 
good if  we  break  his  laws  are  we  not  much  more  worthy  of  pun- 
ishment than  in  the  former  case  ?”  “ But,”  said  he,  “ no  man  can  keep 
the  law  blameless.”  “ Then  you  concede  that  all  mankind  are  sin- 
ners and  transgressors  of  God’s  law  ?”  “ Certainly  I do”  he  replied. 

“ So  much  the  more  necessary,  then,  is  it,”  said  I,  “ for  us,  to  humble 
ourselves  before  God,  repent  of  our  sins,  and  accept  of  salvation 
through  a crucified  Redeemer,  who  invites  us  to  come  unto  him,  and 
he  will  in  no  wise  cast  us  out.  The  invitation  is  freely  given  ; if  we 
accept  the  call,  well ; but  woe  unto  those  who  reject  and  despise  it.” 
“I  think,”  said  he,  “you  are  right,  but  I will  examine  my  Bible  and 
see.” 

Leaving  W.  one  morning,  I was  walking  briskly  along  the  tow- 
path  in  order  to  overtake  a boat  a little  ahead  of  me.  Advancing 
nearer,  I heard  the  captain  of  the  boat  accosting  a boy,  who  had 
charge  of  a team  of  mules,  by  asking  him  the  question  “ how  much 
do  you  get  monthly  ?”  “ Only  nine  dollars,”  shouted  the  boy,  at  the 
same  time  swearing  a horrible  oath  if  he  would  take  the  same  another 
month.  Having  come  up  to  where  he  was  standing,  I stopped  short, 
and  askeil  him  if  he  knew  who  Jesus  Christ  was.  “O  yes,”  said  he, 
“as  for  that  matter  f know  well  enough,  but  I’m  no  Methodist,  and 
on  the  canal  we  dont  preach  such  politics  as  that.”  I asked  him  if 
his  parents  were  living.  He  said  his  mother  had  died  some  months 
previous.  “And  would  she  have  had  any  pleasure  in  hearing  you 
swear  so?”  “ No,  no,”  said  he,  with  a quickness  that  betrayed  what 
was  passing  in  his  mind.  “ She  would  have  been  sorry  ; for  she  was 
a pious,  good  woman  and  she’s  now  in  heaven.”  “ And  would  you 
not  like  to  go  to  heaven  when  you  die,  and  join  with  your  good 
mother  in  praising  God?”  “ Yes  I would,”  he  replied,  while  the  big 
tear  was  coursing  down  his  cheek  ; “and  from  this  time  forth  I’ll  quit 
swearing  and  fall  to  praying.”  The  right  chord  had  been  touched. 
The  feelings  of  love  which  had  once  thrilled  ^through  his  sensitive 
heart  for  his  dear  mother,  after  lying  dormant  for  some  time,  were 
now  awakened,  and  the  worth  and  loveliness  of  that  pious  mother 
were  brought  vividly  to  his  recollection. 
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I will  only  add,  that  the  boatmen  in  general  treated  me  kindly,  and 
many  whom  I met  for  the  first  time  expressed  their  gladness  to  see  a 
missionary  ; and  who  when  I handed  them  tracts  said,  “that’s  what 
we  want.”  Some  are  very  pious  men,  with  whom  I have  held  pleas- 
ing conversation,  and  from  whom  I often  regretted  to  part.  Hoping 
that  the  Sabbath  Association  may  meet  with  success  and  that  the 
labors  of  those  connected  with  it  may  be  abundantly  blessed  of  God 
in  extending  the  Messiah’s  kingdom,  and  winning  souls  to  Christ, 

I remain,  yours,  very  sincerely, 

Joseph  Mateer. 

Princeton,  N.  J.,  September  7,  1852, 

Rev,  J.  Miller,  Dear  Sir ; — The  missionary  on  the  canal  may,  at 
first,  feel  a dread  of  the  work.  I trembled,  when  I addressed  the 
first  boatman  I met,  and  gave  him  a tract,  but  he  entered  so  good- 
naturedly,  and  frankly,  into  conversation,  and  seemed  so  pleased  with 
my  work,  that  I felt  a new  interest  and  great  encouragement  in  it. 
Though  not  a Christian  himself,  he  bade  me  God-speed,  with  thanks 
for  my  attention  to  him,  and  good  wishes  for  success.  1 have  found 
his  word  true  that,  “ these  rough-looking  boatmen,  are  generally  clever, 
frank,  kind-hearted  men.”  To  talk  familiarly  with  a boatman,  learn 
his  circumstances,  history,  experience,  religious  views  and  feelings, 
to  enter  his  cabin,  read  his  Bible,  and  pray  with  him,  is  soon  possi- 
ble, and  the  more  heartily  this  work  is  engaged  in,  the  more  interest- 
ing does  it  become. 

A young  man  to  whom  I gave  a tract  on  the  observance  of  the 
Sabbath,  and  another  on  the  “ Ruinous  Effects  of  Gambling,”  said 
pleasantly,  yet  earnestly,  to  me  afterwards,  that  “ I had  hit  his  case, 
for  many  a Sabbath  he  had  spent  in  playing  cards. — Those  tracts  had 
done  him  good,  and  he  would  endeavor  to  follow  the  useful  lessons 
that  his  mother  taught  him.” — Several  times  have  I been  asked, 
“ why  did  you  give  me  this  particular  tract?”  and  the  very  fact,  that 
it  had  been  as  a stray  arrow,  made  it  more  impressive. — The  mis- 
sionary is  moved  to  overcome  difficulties  which  at  first  appear  serious, 
when  men  come  to  him  and  inquire  about  his  work,  ask  advice,  ask 
for  tracts,  and  when  he  learns  that  his  words  and  tracts  have  touched 
hearts  which  are  yet  alive  to  religious  feelings,  and  deeply  impressed 
minds,  not  insensible  to  the  salvation  of  the  immortal  soul. 

Often  the  boatmen  speak  of  the  missionaries,  and  the  Sunday 
preaching,  with  interest  and  inquire  for  certain  tracts  which  they  have 
either  read,  or  heard  of.  I have  but  twice  offered  tracts  where  they 
were  not  received- — unless  the  person  could  not  read — and  then  there 
was  a willingness  for  me  to  read  them  aloud,  or  leave  them  for  others 
to  read  to  them. — Some  say  they  read  every  thing  that  comes  in  their 
way — others  say  that  they  want  something  good.  It  is  gratifying  to 
find  that  some  have  religious  books  with  them.  One  man  has  been 
in  the  habit  of  getting  Bibles  at  Philadelphia  and  giving  to  his  boat 
hands  when  they  wished  them. 

The  driver  boys  are  generally  though,  most  thoughtless — some  of 
them  seem  to  have  never  known  that  it  was  a sin  to  use  the  most 
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chilling  oaths,  some  of  them  have  been  on  nearly  all  the  canal  lines 
m the  Middle  States,  and  they  are  now  just  paying  their  way  from 
one  place  to  another  scarcely  knowing,  or  caring  whether  they  have 
any  friends  or  not.  Boys  sometimes  have  asked  for  Testaments,  and 
spoken  of  lessons' recited  to  their  parents  or  at  Sabbath  School — One 
boy  did  not  know  what  a Testament  was.  He  knew  what  the  Bible 
was,  though  he  never  read  it  much.  He  received  one,  though  so  wild 
and  profane  that  he  felt  he  was  making  sport,  until  I got  him  to  read- 
ing it,  and  fold  him  something  of  the  subject  of  it,  the  order  ef  the 
hooks,  &c.  His  interest  seemed  awakened,  he  went  to  a place  by 
himself,  and  read  as  long  as  I was  on  the  boat.  On  meeting  several 
boys  a second  time,  some  have  told  me  how  much  of  the  Testament 
they  had  read,  and  others  that  they  have  quit  swearing  and  Sabbath 
breaking;  others  that  they  have  tried  to  do  better  but  cannot.  Vul- 
garity, profanity,  and  lewdness,  exist  to  a shocking  degree ; yet  those 
most  competent  to  judge,  say  that  they  are  not  so  apparent  as  former- 
ly. The  greatest  insults  olfered  me,  were  from  some  “ lewd  fellows 
of  the  baser  sort,”  and  “ strange  women,”  but  when  I have  met  these 
a second  and  third  time,  they  have  guarded  their  language,  and  re- 
ceived tracts  very  kindly. 

But  one  boatman  has  expressed  dissatisfaction  because  the  locks 
are  closed  on  the  Sabbath.  Intemperance  among  boatmen  is  not  so 
common  as  many  suppose.  While  at  a place  where  near  200  boats 
were  laying  up  because  of  a break  in  the  canal,  I saw  no  one  really 
drunk,  and  I could  hud  but  few  who  had  been  at  all  indulging. 
There  was  good  order  and  quietness  among  them.  I saw  but  three 
groups  playing  cards,  and  they  all  received  tracts  and  thanked  me. 
After  I had  gone  to  all  the  boats  and  returned,  the  gentleman  at  whose 
house  1 had  called,  said,  “ well  you  have  got  them  all  to  reading — I 
heard  a great  many  curious  remarks  about  your  tracts,  but  they  all 
say  they  will  read  them.” 

Many  inquire  particularly  about  the  Tract  Society,  and  Sabbath 
Association,  and  desire  that  such  benevolent  institutions  may  be 
prospered. 

Yours,  sincerely,  &c. 

VV.  Maxwell  Blackburne. 

Philadelphia,  December  20th,  1852. 

Rev.  J.  Miller: — When  I first  entered  upon  my  work  on  the 
canal,  and  looking  at  those  for  whose  welfare  1 was  to  labor,  my  duty 
seemed  like  a mountain  task  ; and  some  would  discourage  me  by 
saying,  “there  is  no  hope  of  their  reformation,  they  are  so  wicked;” 
but  my  answer  was:  “The  more  wicked,  the  more  necessity  of  ef- 
forts for  their  conversion.”  In  the  morning  of  my  first  Sabbath,  I 
distributed  tracts  among  the  boatmen,  and  in  the  afternoon  preached 
to  them.  They  were  attentive,  and  seemed  to  appreciate  the  con- 
sideration of  a Society  who  “careth  for  their  souls.”  Having  pray- 
ed God  for  strength  to  assist  me,  I can  say,  my  task  was  easy. 

My  manner  of  address,  has  been  affectionately  to  urge  upon  them 
the  necessity  of  repentance  and  faith,  as  the  condition  of  salvation. 
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and  the  advantages  belli  temporal  and  eternal  of  a religious  life. — 
Many  of  them  have  acknowledged  the  truth  of  what  I said,  and  un- 
der the  appeals,  have  promised  to  lead  a different  life.  I once  met  a 
poor  fellow  in  the  shade  of  the  Columbia  bridge.  At  first  he  tried 
to  insult  me ; but  when  he  found  out  my  character,  he  began  to  ex- 
cuse himself.  Said  he,  ‘-I  am  too  low  down  for  any  decent  man  to 
talk  to.”  “What !”  I replied,  “an  American  citizen  talk  that  way  ! 
Never  say  that  again.”  Sitting  down  by  him,  and  putting  my  arm 
around  his  neck,  I spoke  to  him  of  Jesus,  as  the  friend  of  the  chief 
of  sinners.  We  met  afterwards,  and  that  man  treated  me  as  if  I was 
an  angel.  “Oh,”  said  I,  “you  have  too  noble  a heart  to  give  to  the 
service  of  Satan  all  your  life,  and  get  for  the  service  eternal  deafh!” 
He  promised  me  with  great  emotion,  that  he  loouhl  live  differently. 

My  preaching  on  the  boats  has  never  been  disturbed.  One  Sab- 
bath, as  I was  distributing  tracts,  and  conversing  with  the  boatmen 
upon  religion,  and  with  reference  to  preaching,  I entered  a shop,  and 
a rough  looking  man  there  seemed  inclined  to  quarrel  with  me.  He 
was  a master  spirit,  and  withal  an  intelligent  man.  1 spoke  pleasant- 
ly to  those  present,  and  soon  drew  their  attention  to  the  worth  of  the 
soul.  The  truth,  simply  told,  brought  acknowledgments  from  them 
that  I did  not  expect;  and  the  “rough  man”  took  great  pains  to  get 
me  a large  congregation,  and  was  himself  a sincere  listener.  A boat- 
man that  heard  the  sermon,  seemed  astonished.  To  the  inquiry; 
“Did  you  never  hear  preaching  before  on  a boat?”  He  said,  “no!” 
From  this  time  I was  more  than  ever  convinced  of  the  utility  of 
tracts,  and  made  use  of  them  as  letters  of  introduction  to  the  men 
and  boys.  When  I could  say  nothing  more  useful  to  them,  I would 
sit  down  and  read,  and  more  than  once  have  I seen  them  weep,  as 
the  reading  closed.  Others  have  seen  them  reading  the  tracts  as 
they  were  passing  their  towns.  The  boatmen  have  carried  them 
home;  and  no  one  knows  but  those  who  have  seen  a family  group 
gathered  around,  listening  to  a new  tract,  “all  silent  and  solemn,”  the 
store  they  set  by'  these  “new  books,  ’ as  the  little  ones  call  them. — 
But  when  once  read,  tracts  are  placed  under  the  Bible,  or  between  its 
leaves,  to  be  perused  again  and  again,  and  who  can  tell  the  results? 

The  driver  boys  xieei  much  attention.  Some  of  them  seem  to 
feel  that  nobody  cares  for  them,  and  therefore  they  will  care  for  no- 
body. But  I tell  them:  “You  will  want  a character  when  you  are 
men,  and  you  must  begin  to  form  that  character  now.  Make  friends 
now,  and  you  will  have  them  then.  One  boy  undertook  to  ridicule, 
with  profane  oaths,  my  appeal  on  this  subject,  when  one  of  my  young 
auditors  ventured  to  rebuke  him  ; but  the  wicked  boy,  nothing  daunt- 
ed, tauntingly  replied:  “So  you  have  turned  preacher  !”  “No,  I am 
no  preacher,  but  I do  hate  to  see  a boy  act  so."  In  a moment  I had 
several  responses  to  my  argument,  and  a number  of  the  boys  asked 
for  tracts,  and  ore  fora  Testament,  which  I gave  him. 

Passing  a winding  bridge  one  day,  I rebuked  a boy  for  swearing. 
He  took  little  notice  at  first ; but  when  he  had  come  on  board  the 
boat,  we  had  a serious  conversation  on  its  evils.  His  circumstances, 
(he  having  a drunken  father,  who  compelled  him  to  work  on  the  ca- 
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nal,  and  drawing  his  wages,  and  then  spending  the  money  for  liquor, 
when  the  mother  needed  it  all  for  herself  and  little  children,)  were 
very  trying  indeed.  This  was  a sensible  boy,  and  I trust  our  inter- 
view will  result  in  his  good. 

In  travelling  with  the  boatmen  from  Columbia  to  Wilkesbarre,  on 
the  North  Branch,  and  to  Hollidaysburg,  on  the  Juniata,  I have  found 
that  the  closing  of  the  locks  on  the  Lord’s  day  is  quite  popular  with 
them.  They,  however,  need  attention  on  that  day.  On  one  Sabbath 
I was  hunting  some  place  to  preach,  and  on  finding  quite  a number 
of  young  men  fishing,  the  thought  occurred,  that  this  was  the  spot- 
I had  invited  the  church  where  I worshipped  in  the  morning,  to  at- 
tend, which  they  did.  While  I was  preaching,  two  boats  arrived 
from  the  Tidewater  canal,  and  the  crews  came  in  great  haste  to  see 
what  was  going  on,  which  gave  me  an  opportunity  to  say  some 
pointed  things  on  the  violation  of  the  Sabbath.  Among  others,  I gave 
(he  cases  of  two  boatmen  at  B.  • The  one  had  always  tied  up  on 
Saturday  night  and  remained  till  Monday  morning.  The  other  would 
not  do  it.  He  said  he  could  not  afford  to  lose  so  much  time.  He 
had  to  make  up  for  breaks  and  detentions,  and  with  it  all,  he  did  not 
own  his  boat,  but  was  in  debt  for  the  amount  of  the  price  of  a boat. 
Losing  a horse  every  season,  he  had  made  sad  work  in  his  finances. 
He  was  poor  though  he  worked  harder  than  his  neighbor.  The  other 
was  prosperous,  owning  his  boat,  and  had  money  enough  to  buy 
another.  In  speaking  thus,  to  the  boatmen  referred  to,  I noticed  they 
appeared  confused ; and  when  I looked  around  for  my  fishing  audi- 
tors, I found  them  among  my  most  attentive  listeners. 

The  boatmen  are  beset  with  terrible  influences,  and  some  of  them 
are  very  bad.  Counterfeit  money  and  whiskey  are  snares  to  some 
of  them;  and  some  are  given  to  theft.  One  captain  told  his  hands 
they  must  steal  some  of  their  provisions,  or  he  would  lower  their 
wages.  But  they  taught  him  a lesson  by  goina;  to  his  own  barn  and 
stealing  his  calf  and  dressing  it.  He  was  none  the  wiser  of  it  until 
he  returned  home.  This  fact  was  made  known,  and  the  man  (who 
is  a notorious  character,)  has  been  taunted  with  it  all  along  the  canal. 
This  has  much  annoyed  that  captain,  and  we  hope  it  will  not  be  in 
vain  to  him  and  others  of  like  character. 

But  the  wickedness  in  some  of  the  towns  from  which  the  boatmen 
hail  is  dreadful.  In  B.,  on  the  4th  of  July  last  (which  was  Sunday), 
a gang  of  young  men  procured  a bucket  of  whiskey,  and  went  to  a 
grove  where  a Sabbath  School  had  celebrated  independence  the  day 
before,  and  there  had  a mock  religious  service.  In  that  town  last 
winter,  in  a revival  of  religion,  a number  of  boatmen  were  converted. 
A man  went  to  one  of  the  meetings;  looked  on  awhile,  and  then  re- 
turned to  a tavern,  and  in  derision  of  the  meeting,  went  through  acts 
of  kneeling  and  praying  to  the  delight  of  the  rumseller  and  his  cus- 
tomers. This  wretched  man  went  out  the  next  night,  and  in  the 
morning  was  found  dead  in  a dry  well. 

The  above  cases  were  not  boatmen,  nor  would  it  be  easy  to  find 
among  them  such  examples  of  depravity  and  wickedness.  I have 
preached  in  many  of  the  towns  along  the  canals,  and  have  appealed 


to  the  people  for  their  hearty  co-operation  in  our  work.  We  have 
had  some  profitable  meetings  within  a few  weeks  past.  Some  thirty 
persons  have  professed  a change  of  heart,  and  as  many  more  are  se- 
riously inquiring  what  they  must  do  to  be  saved.  The  people  Avere 
anxious  that  I should  stay  all  winter  in  their  several  towns,  to  preach 
to  boatmen  while  at  home.  But  I have  left  them  in  the  hands  of 
Him  who  alone  can  change  the  heart  and  save  their  precious  souls. 

Yours,  in  the  bonds  of  Christian  fellowship. 

Benjamin  T.  Sewell. 

Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  Nov.  24,  1852. 

Rev.  J.  Miller. — My  field  of  labor  embraced  the  Delaware  and 
Lehigh  canals,  which  I traversed  from  Bristol  to  Mauch  Chunk.  My 
mode  of  operation  was  to  travel  with  the  boatmen  during  the  days  of 
the  week,  distribute  tracts  and  Testaments  among  them,  read  tracts 
and  portions  of  scripture  to  them,  and  converse  with  them  on  the 
importance  of  personal  religion.  On  the  Sabbath,  I made  it  a point 
to  be  where  the  greatest  number  of  boatmen  were  assembled,  and 
there  proclaimed  to  them  the  “unsearchable  riches  of  Christ.”  These 
meetings  have  been  Avell  attended,  and  the  utmost  order  prevailed  — 
Often  when  the  meetings  were  closed,  the  boatmen  would  assemble 
around  me,  take  me  by  the  hand,  and  express  their  thanks  that  a mis- 
sionary was  sent  among  them.  Before  commencing  my  labors  on 
the  canal,  I was  informed  by  some,  that  the  boatmen  would  maltreat 
me;  but  this  I discovered  to  have  no  foundation  except  in  the  minds 
of  those  whose  favorite  watchword  is  ever,  when  duty  presents  it- 
self, “a  lion  is  in  the  Avay I have  been  frequently  solicited  by 
captains  to  travel  in  their  boats  in  preference  to  the  boats  of  others ; 
while  those  again,  on  the  other  hand,  would  insist  on  my  going  with 
them. 

I was  one  day  travelling  from  Bristol  to  New  Hope,  and  on  going 
into  a cabin,  I discovered  a pack  of  cards.  I remarked  to  the  cap- 
tain that  cards  were  a great  temptation  to  have  on  board,  and  often 
led  to  much  evil.  He  attended  to  what  I said,  and  informed  me  that 
the  cards  did  not  belong  to  him,  but  to  one  of  his  men.  I called  the 
owner  of  them  towards  the  cabin,  and  spoke  to  him  of  the  evil  con- 
sequences of  gambling,  and  as  they  had  no  Bible  or  Testament  on 
board,  I made  a proposition  to  him,  that  if  he  would  give  them  up  to 
me,  I would  give  him  a Testament;  to  this  he  willingly  consented, 
and  promised  never  more  to  be  guilty  of  card  playing.  While  spend- 
ing the  Sabbath  at  Mauch  Chunk,  and  while  distributing  tracts  from 
boat  to  boat,  I discovered  four  men  gambling  on  the  “tow-path.”- — 
From  the  appearance  of  the  men,  I had  very  faint  hopes  that  I would 
cause  them  to  desist  from  desecrating  the  Lord’s  day.  I approached 
them  in  the  strength  of  Him  who  can  make  the  weakest  instrument 
efficient  for  much  good.  I spoke  to  them  plainly  and  kindly,  of  the 
sinfulness  of  their  conduct,  and  the  account  that  men  must  render  of 
their  actions  at  the  bar  of  God.  They  acknowledged  the  truth  of 
my  remarks,  thanked  me  for  my  advice,  and  promised  with  God’s 
help  to  amend  their  ways.  Among  such  a heterogeneous  mass  of 
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society  as  is  to  be  met  with  on  the  canal,  a great  variety  of  religious 
opinions  may  be  expected  to  prevail.  Here  you  will  meet  the  Roman- 
ist, the  Universalist,  the  Infidel,  and  the  humble  pious  Christian.  The 
Romanists,  both  German  and  Irish,  may  be  divided  into  two  classes. 

On  the  one  hand  you  have  tlie  bigoted  and  scarcely  approachable,  who 
try  to  evade  all  conversation  on  religious  topics ; while  on  the  other 
hand  you  have  the  frank,  friendly,  open-hearted  class,  who  desire 
tracts,  read  them,  and  wish  to  converse  with  the  missionar)'^  on  reli- 
gious subjects.  One  Sabbath  morning  while  engaged  in  distributing 
tracts,  a Roman  Catholic  said  to  me  that  he  did  not  wish  any  of  them, 

• “ for  they  were  full  of  lies.”  I interrogated  him  as  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  tracts  I then  had  in  my  possession.  Said  he,  “I  do  not  know 
particularly  what  you  have,  but  I am  sure  they  are  not  good.”  I told 
him  I would  read  a portion  of  a tract,  and  he  could  judge  for  himself. 

He  swore  I should  not  read  on  his  boat.  Some  eight  men  who  were 
present,  and  most  of  them  Roman  Catholics,  cried  out  for  me  to  read, 
and  invited  me  on  their  boats  for  that  purpose.  1 then  read  a portion 
of  a tract,  and  appealed  to  the  objector  if  what  I read  was  lies?  He 
said,  “no,”  The  bystanders  then  cautioned  him  not  to  judge  too 
rashly  in  future. 

I took  a particular  interest  in  the  driver  boys,  and  often  while 
warning  them  of  the  temptations  to  which  they  were  exposed,  and 
exhorting  them  to  seek  the  favor  of  God,  I have  observed  the  tears 
start  down  the  cheeks  of  the  little  fellows.  The  boys  are  guilty  of 
much  profanity.  While  speaking  to  them  of  the  enormity  of  this 
practice,  the  greater  part  of  them  have  told  me  that  they  did  not 
know  what  it  was  to  swear  until  they  went  on  the  canal.  But  / 
often  by  misfortune  or  the  death  of  parents,  they  are  forced  to  work 
on  the  canal  to  obtain  a living.  I one  day  stepped  on  board  a boat, 
and  found  the  driver  boy  had  received  a severe  wound  on  the  head 
a few  hours  previous,  which  was  caused  by  a kick  from  one  of  his 
mules.  His  unfeeling  captain  was  then  compelling  him  to  do  the  duty 
of  a “boatman,”  although  the  little  fellow  was  scarcely  able  to  stand 
on  account  of  sickness,  loss  of  blood,  and  the  oppressive  heat  of  the 
day.  I remonstrated  with  the  captain  on  his  cruelty  to  the  boy 
in  compelling  him  to  work  when  he  was  not  able.  I told  him  posi- 
tively that  the  boy  must  not  remain  on  deck  to  endanger  his  life. — 
When  he  saw  me  thus  taking  the  boy’s  part,  he  gave  him  permission 
to  go  down  to  the  cabin  and  go  to  bed.  I tried  all  the  means  in  my 
power  to  make  the  little  sufferer  comfortable;  but  as  soon  as  [I  left 
the  boat,  I ascertained  that  the  captain  ordered  him  up  again  to  his 
work ! ! 

Owing  to  the  many  temptations  which  are  presented  to  the  boys  at 
every  step,  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  collect  them  together  for  the 
purpose  of  moral  and  religious  improvement.  One  Sabbath  while 
at  Easton,  I distributed  tracts  and  preached  in  the  morning,  but  the 
afternoon  I gave  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting,  and  request- 
ed the  captains  to  send  their  boys.  When  I reached  the  place  I found 
very  few  had  assembled.  I then  searched  for  them  around  the  boats, 
and  I observed  a crowd  some  distance  down  the  “tow-path,”  I 
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hastened  towards  it,  and  found  two  driver  boys  engaged  fighting,  and 
about  thirty  others  assembled  around  them.  They  had  bruised  each 
others  faces  in  a terrible  manner.  1 fully  succeeded  in  making  peace 
between  them,  and  invited  them  to  follow  me  to  my  place  of  meeting, 
where  I would  read  and  explain  portions  of  scripture.  The  majori- 
ty at  first  refused.  I expostulated  for  about  half  an  hour,  when  1 
prevailed  on  them  all  to  follow  me.  This  they  did  until  I had 
nearly  reached  the  place  of  meeting,  w'hen  nearly  one  half  of  them 
gave  me  “the  slip.”  To  those  who  assembled,  I read  and  explained 
a portion  of  Christ’s  sermon  on  the  mount,  and  gave  them  tracts  and 
Testaments,  and  they,  departed  highly  pleased  with  their  afternoon’s 
meeting. 

When  questioning  the  boatmen  as  to  their  reading  and  preserving 
the  tracts,  many  of  them  have  invited  me  into  their  cabins  and  show- 
ed me  bundles  of  tracts  stitched  together,  which  they  had  got  years 
ago.  Respectable  gentlemen  residing  near  the  canal  have  informed 
me  that  the  boatmen  are  greatly  changed  for  the  better : that  since 
the  missionaries  commenced  to  labor  among  them  there  is  not  one- 
tenth  of  the  wickedness  to  be  seen,  as  in  former  years.  If  the  boat- 
men are  approached  in  the  right  manner,  it  is  very  seldom  that  the 
missionary  will  receive  unkindness  at  their  hands.  Much  good  has 
been  done  among  them,  as  many  of  them  have  acknowledged  to  me, 
but  much  remains  to  be  done.  The  field  is  large — the  number  of 
missionaries  ought  to  be  double.  Bethels  ought  to  be  established  at 
different  points  on  the  canal,  in  which  the  boys  could  be  instructed. 
For  the  work  the  society  has  already  done,  it  recommends  itself  to 
the  confidence,  and  deserves  the  patronage  and  prayers  of  the  Chris- 
tian community.  God  has  smiled  upon  its  efforts.  “Cast  thy  bread 
upon  the  waters,  and  thou  shalt  find  it  after  many  days,”  is  a promise 
which  shall  be  realized  in  the  experience  of  all  his  people,  who  are 
aiding  in  this  blessed  cause. 

Yours,  in  the  bonds  of  the  Gospel,  James  Gubby. 

Dickinson  College,  Dec.  22,  1852. 

.Rev.  J.  Miller, — On  my  return  to  the  canal  early  in  the  spring,  the 
boatmen  alluded  with  interest  to  the  labors  and  impressions  of  the 
previous  season.  A few,  I was  glad  to  learn,  gave  good  evidence  of 
conversion,  and  were  acceptable  members  of  churches.  Others  gave 
evidence  of  a great  reformation.  Several  told  me  that  the  missiona- 
ries, they  knew,  tried  to  do  them  good,  and,  in  spite  of  themselves, 
they  could  not  help  but  love  them,  saying,  “ we  are  always  glad  to 
have  them  come  on  our  boat  and  pray  for  us.  It  does  us  good.” 
One,  who  is  now  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  speaking 
of  his  conversion,  alluded  to  a sermon  at  a certain  lock  one  evening, 
to  a large  number  of  boatmen,  on  the  text,  “ Prepare  to  meet  thy 
God.”  On  that  occasion  I spoke  of  the  sad  fate  of  Cap.  S.  who 
had  been  burned  to  death,  with  several  other  terrible  deaths,  which, 
he  said  sent  such  a thrill  through  his  heart  that  he  could  not  shake  it 
off,  nor  rest  secure  till  he  had  given  himself  to  the  Lord.  Several 
others  went  with  him.  He  is  now  a boatman  of  true  Christian  prin- 
ciples. 
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The  early  part  of  the  season  was  very  cold  and  unpleasant;  yet 
through  the  kindness  of  the  packet  captains  and  others  on  the  West- 
ern Division,  I was  enabled  lo  go  on  in  my  work  without  interruption. 
To  endure  with  them  the  cold  and  the  storm  was  grateful  to  them. 
They  always  had  a plate  and  a bed  for  the  missionary.  My  labors 
in  establishing  Sabbath  Schools  were  successful.  I gathered  hundreds 
of  youth  and  children  into  these  schools,  at  the  same  time  forming  a 
nucleus  for  preaching,  and  a regular  congregation.  At  two  places, 
especially,  where,  with  a population  of  from  200  to  300,  the  people 
not  only  had  no  church,  nor  preaching,  (“  save  an  occasional  visit 
from  a circus  rider,”  as  they  expressed  it,)  but  not  even  a school 
house,  yet  some  seven  liquor  houses  were  there.  But  now,  since 
several  flourishing  Sunday  Schools  were  established,  they  have  erect- 
ed school  houses  and  places  for  preaching  and  those  liquor  houses 
are  much  diminished.  It  it  difficult  to  procure  efficient  teachers  and 
superintendents  to  carry  on  these  missionary  schools.  I have  been 
obliged  to  send  miles  for  men  to  pray,  no  one  to  be  found  nearer,  and 
one  of  my  schools,  established,  too,  by  the  liberality  of  a packet 
captain,  had  to  be  abandoned,  because  there  was  no  one  to  open  it 
with  prayer.  This  is  the  only  school  that  has  failed.  On  one  occa- 
sion, in  a church,  after  preaching,  a boy  15  or  16  years  old,  came  to 
me  and  seemed  very  happy  to  see  me.  As  I did  not  know  him,  he 
asked,  “ dont  you  remember  you  came  and  took  me  and  my  brother 
into  your  Sabbath  School?  We  have  both  been  converted,  and  be- 
long to  the  church  and  are  trying  to  get  to  heaven.  Wont  you  come 
forward  and  assist  in  the  meeting  that  is  going  on?” 

The  boatmen  rejoice  that  the  Canal  Commissioners  have  closed  the 
locks  on  the  Lord’s  day.  I did  not  hear  a dissenting  voice  among 
them  during  the  season.  For  the  Sabbaths  were  quiet,  no  fears  of 
being  interrupted  by  boats  passing.  Boatmen  could  go  to  church 
with  satisfaction,  or  read  in  peace.  Our  congregations  were  unusually 
large,  and  worship  along  the  lines  was  undisturbed. 

The  Sabbath  desecrating  trains  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburgh 
keeping  hundreds  from  church,  compelling  them  to  labor  on  Sunday, 
have  been  very  annoying.  I have  known  the  cars  to  pass  churches 
backward  and  forward  from  4 to  6 times,  greatly  disturbing  congre- 
gations, while  some  400  persons  were  collected  together  to  see  them 
arrive  and  depart. 

A number  of  deaths  have  been  the  direct  result  of  intemperance. 
One  Saturday  evening  a drunken  man  pushed  a driver  into  the  canal 
and  he  was  drowned.  No  one  stopped  to  find  or  take  him  out.  I 
tried  to  remonstrate,  but  it  was  said  “the  man  was  drunk  ; dont  say 
any  thing,”  and  there  the  boy  lay  till  Sabbath  morning.  One  boat- 
man got  drunk  and  was  crushed  to  death  on  the  mountains.  One  in- 
teresting young  man  became  intoxicated,  left  his  home,  died  on  the 
canal,  no  one  left  to  bear  the  sad  tidings  to  his  parents,  for  no  one 
knew  him. 

Some  of  the  liquor  venders  have  even  taken  our  Testaments  for 
drink.  Boys  that  I had  taken  every  interest  in  ; taught  to  read,  in- 
duced to  go  to  Sabbath  School  and  Church,  have  been  taken  into 
their  doggeries  and  made  beastly  drunk,  and  turned  out  a disgrace  to 
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humanity.  I went  into  some  of  those  places,  heard  men  and  boys 
call  for  liquor,  saw  them  drink  it.  I begged  them  not  to  do  it,  I 
tried  every  argument  to  prevent  it.  I knew  some  of  their  parents, 
some  were  widows,  poor,  and  dependent  on  their  sons.  “ Moral 
suasion”  proving  vain,  I tried  legal  suasion  and  found  more  power  in 
it.  Some  of  the  offenders  were  fined  from  $5  to  $50,  and  their  fear- 
ful work  was  arrested. 

My  entire  distribution  of  tracts  during  the  season  w^as  100,000 
pages ; 100  Bibles,  and  about  300  Testaments,  together  with  many 
Sabbath  School  books.  My  intercourse  with  the  boatmen  was  pro- 
fitable. I visited  many  at  their  homes  and  engaged  in  family  worship 
with  them.  It  has  been  an  interesting  season.  Trusting  that  good 
has  been  done,  and  wishing  that  continued  prosperity  may  attend  the 
efforts  of  the  Philadelphia  Sabbath  Association, 

I am,  yours  in  the  Gospel,  Israel  S.  Diehl. 

Bristol,  December  7th,  1852. 

Rev.  J.  Miller,  Dear  Sir: — Yours  of  the  4th  has  been  received, 
and  I proceed  to  answer.  In  the  spring  of  1850,  I was  appointed  a 
missionary  of  the  Pennsylvania  Baptist  State  Convention,  to  labour  in 
Bristol  and  vicinity.  I soon  observed  that  from  two  to  three  hundred 
boatmen  would  be  thrown  together  every  Sabbath  on  the  basin,  ad- 
joining the  outlet  lock  of  the  Delaware  Division  of  our  State  Canals. 
Disturbances  of  the  peace  were  frequent  on  that  day,  and  if  my  memo- 
ry serves  me,  during  my  first  y^ear’s  residence  here,  from  three  to  five 
murders  were  committed.  I noticed,  also,  that  many  of  our  boys 
and  young  men  would  resort  to  that  place  to  witness  the  disturbances 
among  the  boatmen,  and  were  thereby  prevented  from  attending  Sab- 
bath schools,  and  places  of  worship. 

As  a servant  of  the  cross,  I could  not  behold  these  things  without 
weeping.  I knew  the  Gospel  could  reach  them,  and  if  not  convert, 
at  least  raise  them  in  the  scale  of  being.  I determined  therefore  in 
the  fear  of  God,  to  preach  to  them  regularly'  every  Sabbath,  “ the 
unsearchable  riches  of  Christ.  Rev.  John  Magoffin,  I would 
here  say,  that  for  y^ears  previous  to  my  settling  in  Bristol, 
had  laboured  among  the  boatmen  in  word  and  doctrine,  and  not  in 
vain.  Souls  through  his  instrumentality  have  been  converted, 
which  will  be  as  stars  in  the  crown  of  his  rejoicing.*  My  prayer  is 
that  his  useful  life  may  long  be  spared  to  assist  and  encourage  me  in 
breaking  (to  this  neglected  class  of  our  fellow  men)  “ the  bread  of  life.” 

My  congregations  have  ranged  from  75  to  150  souls.  They'  have 
heard  me  gladly,  and  have  been  as  respectful  in  behaviour  as  my  own 
people.  I have  seen  them  weep  under  a preached  word,  and  believe 
that  from  the  seed  sown  a rich  harvest  of  souls  will  be  gathered.  I 
have  always  after  preaching  invited  them  to  attend  worship  with  us 
in  the  evening.  This  invitation  has  been  accepted  by  quite  a number. 

In  the  spring  of  the  present  year,  a Bible  and  Tract  Society  was 

* The  enterprise  for  the  benefit  of  the  boatmen  at  Bristol,  began  with  Eev.  W.  S. 
Perkins,  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
in  1847.  They  in  conjunction  with  Eev.  J.  Magoffin,  did  a good  work  for  the  truth. 
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formed  by  the  members  of  the  Baptist,  Presbyterian,  and  Episcopal 
Churches.  Its  operations  are  conlined  to  the  boatmen.  We  have 
a colporteur  and  tract  distributor  who  visit  each  boat  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  first  day  of  the  week.  They  announce  the  public 
meeting  at  9 o’clock,  at  which  hour  I address  them.  We  have  dis- 
tributed tliis  year  over  five  thousand  tracts,  lliree  hundred  and  some 
odd  German  and  English  Testaments,  and  sixteen  German  and 
English  Bibles, — and  as  the  result  of  our  labours,  I have  the  satisfac- 
tion of  saying  to  you,  sir,  that  so  far  during  the  present  year  no 
breaches  of  the  peace  have  taken  place.  The  Sabbath  has  been  ob- 
served. To  God  be  all  the  praise.  Eternity  alone  will  reveal  the 
amount  of  good  accomplished. 

I think  a missionary  in  the  employ  of  your  Association  could  be 
profitably  employed  with  us  from  Saturday  afternoon  until  Monday 
morning. 

From  your  brother  and  fellow  labourer  in  the  Gospel, 

Christian  J.  Page. 

Brother  Aliller, — according  to  your  request  I herewith  tender  a 
brief  report  of  my  proceedings  in  connection  with  the  Sabbath  Asso- 
ciation. 

I have  w'ith  but  few  intermissions  distributed  tracts  every  Sabbath 
to  passengers  in  the  cars  at  this  depot,  and  at  hotels  in  its  vicinity, 
and  have  through  the  summer  visited  a number  of  canal  boats  on  the 
Sabbath,  and  I have  had  abundant  proof,  that  my  labors  have  not 
been  in  vain. 

In  my  year’s  labors  I have  not  met  with  more  than  20  persons  who 
refused  tracts,  and  most  of  them  gave  evidence  of  having  indulged 
freely  in, the  poisonous  bowl. 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  I distributed  about  25,000  pages  tracts. 

May  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  attend  these  and  all  other  efforts  to 
bring  men  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Yours,  truly,  Hm.  H.  Boyer. 

Harrisburg,  Jan.  28,  1853. 

We  insert  another  interesting  letter,  on  the  manufacturing  of  iron 
without  Sabbath  labor,  received  from  Martin  Bell,  Esq.  Blair  Co.,  Pa. 

Elizabeth  Furnace,  Jan.  26,  1853. 

Rev.  J.  ’Miller, — Your  favour  of  the  22nd  December  came  duly  to 
hand,  and  should  have  been  answered  sooner.  Enclosed  you  will 
please  find  ten  dollars  for  the  Philadelphia  Sabbath  Association. 

As  to  stopping  the  Furnace  on  the  Sabbath,  I am  still  well  pleased 
with  the  plan,  have  so  far  found  no  difficulty  in  doing  so,  am  confi- 
dent it  might  be  adopted  by  all  charcoal  furnaces  and  would  be,  if  it 
was  not  for  the  five  dollars  of  apparent  loss  and  trouble  each  week. 
But  the  working  of  our  Furnaces  on  the  Sabbath  is  far  more  excusa- 
ble than  the  running  of  the  cars  on  our  rail  roads,  and  boats  on  the 
canals,  in  my  opinion,  at  least.  Accept  our  thanks  for  your  kind 
remembrance,  and  be  assured  of  our  esteem. 

Yours,  respectfully, 


Martin  Bell. 
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The  General  Agent  has,  during  the  past  year,  preached  in 
nineteen  counties  on  the  sanctification  of  the  Sabbath,  and  ad- 
dressed different  ecclesiastical  bodies,  urging  the  claims  of  the 
laboring  poor  upon  our  State  Improvements.  Hhey  greatly  need 
this  day  for  rest,*  and  the  appliances  of  salvation.  Where  the 
subject  has  been  presented  it  has  met  with  unusual  favor  in  the 
business  and  Christian  community.  Their  response  to  the  call 
for  aid  and  sympathy  has  been  cheering.  In  addition  to  his 
labors  in  the  churches  for  the  purpose  of  interesting  the  public 
mind  and  heart  in  the  Sabbath  cause  and  raising  funds  for  the 
Society,  he  has  travelled  on  the  packets  and  other  boats,  and  re- 
ligious services  there  have  been  attended  with  marked  decorum 
and  solemnity.  God’s  truth  has  been  powerful  upon  the  con- 
science ; the  blasphemous  oath  has  been  hushed ; the  stirring 
tract  has  been  read ; the  depressed  spirit  has  been  cheered,  and 
sweet  notes  of  praise  to  the  Redeemer  have  delighted  those  who, 
when  worship  was  first  proposed,  seemed  surprised  at  the  idea. 
The  marks  of  improvement  in  this  useful  class  of  our  citizens 
are  very  evident,  and  those  who  have  witnessed  the  happy  change 
rejoice  that  the  seal  of  Heaven’s  approbation  is  upon  our  work. 

The  foregoing  sentiments  and  correspondence  embodying 
many  truly  interesting  facts  demand  serious  consideration. 
Here  is  ground  for  a strong  appeal  to  the  public  for  warm- 
hearted sympathy  and  effective  co-operation.  The  claims  of  the 
Sabbath  as  connected  with  the  most  vital  interests  of  man  are 
but  partially,  appreciated.  Hence  the  necessity  of  its  friends 
being  aroused  to  vigorous  and  well  directed  measures  to  rescue 
it  from  that  profanation  so  fearfully  prevalent  in  Pennsylvania. 
Our  State  with  the  holy  day  kept  from  pollution,  and  improved 
as  God  directs,  may  be  the  key  of  salvation,  to  the  Union.  If 
we  meet  the  responsibilities  which  He  has  rolled  upon  us,  the  teem- 
ing millions  of  immortal  souls,  not  only  in  our  State  and  Nation, 
but  throughout  the  world,  may  rise  amid  the  glories  of  heaven 
and  call  us  blessed.  In  reference  then  to  this  important  matter, 
let  each  one  so  feel  and  so  act  as  that  the  Lord  of  the  Sabbath 
will,  at  the  judgment,  pronounce  the  plaudit  “ well  done  good 
and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.” 

John  A.  Brown,  President. 

*The  condition  of  this  class  on  our  rail  roads,  where  to  many,  the  Sabbath 
brings  no  relief  of  toil,  is  sad  indeed.  Facts  of  an  astounding  character  are  at  com- 
mand, that  would  speak  in  affecting  tones  to  the  heart  of  humanity  and  j ustice. 


LIST  OF  LIFE  MEMBERS. 


Rev.  Thomp'n.  Mitchell,  Hollidaysburg. 
“ John  M'Kinney,  Alexandria. 

“ John  Peebles,  Huntingdon. 

“ James  S.  Woods,  D.  D.  Lewistown. 
“ H.  T.  Heister,  “ 

“ Matthew  Allison,  Mifflintown. 

“ James  Nourse,  Perryville. 

“ James  Linn,  Bellefonte. 

“ Robert  Hammell,  Potter's  Mills. 

“ John  Magoffin,  Bristol. 

" James  Lilley,  Carlisle. 

“ G.  W.  Thompson, Tuscarora  Valley 
“ William  Cooper,  Harrisburg. 

“ Thos.  Brainerd,  D.  D.  Philadelphia. 
“ Richard  Newton,  “ 

“ William  Suddards,  “ 

Mr.  A.  G.  Coffin, 

“ John  Brewster,  Shirley sburg. 

Rev.  Daniel  Gaston,  Cohocksink,  Phila. 
“ E.  Rond  thaler,  “ 

“ G.  W.  Hemperley,  Middletown. 
Mr.  Samuel  Irvine,  Newville. 

J.  R.  Irvine,  M.  D.  “ 

Rev.  T.  M.  Boggs,  Mount  Joy. 

“ P.  J.  Timlow,  Leacock. 

“ H.  L.  Baugher,  D.  D.  Gettysburg. 

“ J.  C.  Watson,  D.  D.  “ 

“ John  F.  Mesick,  Harrisburg. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Awl,  “ 

Rev.  Kingston  Goddard,  Philadelphia. 
Mr.  Cornelius  Stevenson,  “ 

Rev.  David  Shields,  “ 

William  Milnes,  Esq.,  Jeanesville. 

Miss  M.  Victoria  Milnes,  “ 

Rev.  J.  H.  Eennard,  Philadelphia. 

“ W.  R.  Smith,  Northumberland. 

“ George  Foot,  “ 


Rev.  W.  G.  Laizle,  Water  Street. 

“ C.  A.  Hay,  Harrisburg. 

“ N.  A.  Keys,  Lancaster. 

“ George  Elliott,  Ale.xandria. 

“ D.  H.  Emerson,  York. 

“ James  Allen,  Philadelphia. 

Hiram  Ayres,  Esq.,  “ 

Rev.  C.  P.  Wing,  Carlisle. 

“ F.  Hodgson,  D.  D.,  Harrisburg. 

“ William  Sterling,  Williamsport. 

“ D.  McKinley,  D.  D.,  Chambersburg. 
. “ Daniel  Barber,  Chillisquaque. 

“ Samuel  Lawrence,  Perryville. 

“ Rev.  J.  Winecoff,  Selinsgrove. 

“ W.  R.  De  Witt,  D.  D.,  Harrisburg. 
“ T.  J.  Thompson,  Philadelphia. 

“ H.  Malcom,  D.  D.,  “ 

“ George  Chandler,  Kensington. 

Mr.  Gilbert  Combs,  Philadelphia. 

“ John  Smart,  “ 

Rev.  J.  G.  Craighead,  Northumberland. 

“ William  Urie,  Harrisburg. 

“ L.  P.  Hawes,  Huntingdon. 

“ Chas.  F.  Seidel,  Bethlehem. 

Mrs.  Emma  Parsons,  Muncy. 

Mr.  Peter  Diehl,  North  Oxford. 

“ Mr.  John  Barnitz,  “ 

Rev.  Israel  S.  Diehl,  Dickinson  College. 
“ James  Clark,  D.  D.,  Lewisburg. 

“ Daniel  J.  Yerkes,  Hollidaysburg. 

“ Samuel  Swan,  Johnstown. 

“ Josiah  Gibson,  “ 

“ Mr.  Hilton,  Freeport. 

Mrs.  Jane  F.  Stewart,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  John  B.  Dales,  “ 

“ John  A.  McKean,  “ 

“ J.  Lansing  Burrows,  “ 


Twenty  Dollars  constitutes  a Life  Membership  in  this  Association.  Certificates 
will  be  forwarded  for  the  same  to  Life  Members. 


OFFICERS  AND  MANAGERS 


President, 

JOHN  A.  BROWN. 
lice  Presidents, 

THOMAS  WATTSON,  GEO.  H.  STUART, 

MICHAEL  REED,  HUGH  ELLIOT, 

JOHN  M.  ATWOOD,  JOSEPH  PARKER,  Jr., 

JAMES  1.  BOSWELL. 


\ 


Hiram  A3rres, 

James  Barratt, 

Thomas  Beaver, 

J.  Sibley, 

William  BuckneU,  jr. 
Ephraim  Clark, 

Isaac  S.  Williams, 
Gilbert  Combs, 

John  Thompson, 
W’illiam  Cunningham, 
Joseph  R.  Dickson, 

B.  B.  Comegys, 

James  Leslie, 

William  H.  Richards,  jr. 
William  P.  Hacker, 

C.  Deal, 


Corresponding  Secretary. 
WILFRED  HALL. 
Recording  Secretary, 
ISAAC  SULGER. 
Treasurer, 

MARTIN  BUEHLER. 

Managers, 

Samuel  Luttz, 

Isaac  Hazlehurst, 

C.  HeiskeU, 

R.  K.  Hoeflick, 

Paul  T.  Jones, 

Samuel  C,  Huey, 

David  Lapsley, 

John  L.  Linton, 

James  Dunlap, 

David  C.  iVtcCammon, 

J.  H.  McKee, 

John  C.  Sims, 

Robert  Henderson. 

David  McWilliams, 
Edwin  W.  Lehman, 

J.  S.  Kneedler, 

General  Agent, 


Robert  Liggett, 
Archibald  Robertson, 
John  Robinson, 

John  Smart, 

C.  E.  Spangler, 

John  Sparhawk, 

T.  W.  Jones, 

R.  K.  Stewart, 
Edward  W.  Miller, 
Geo.  Loudenslager, 
Joseph  Walton, 
William  Dulty, 
James  Wray, 

George  Young, 

M.  H.  Treadwell, 
William  S.  Boyd. 


REV.  JEREMIAH  MILLER, 

Missionaries, 

REV.  WM.  HANCE,  MR.  W.  M.  BLACKBURN, 

» D.  H.  HcCOY,  REV.  BENJ.  T.  SEWELL, 

MR.  JOSEPH  MATEER,  “ JAMES  GUBBY, 

REV.  ISRAEL  S.  DIEHL. 


Executive  Committee, 

JOHN  A.  BROWN,  Chairman. 

Joseph  Parker,  jr.  Isaac  Sulger,  Paul  T.  Jones, 

M.  H.  Treadwell,  C.  E.  Spangler,  John  Smart. 

Committee  on  Publications, 

JOHN  M.  ATWOOD,  Chairman. 

Martin  Buehler,  Isaac  Hazlehurst 
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COLLECTIONS  EOK  THE  PHILADELPHIA  SABBATH  ASSOCIATION. 


COUNTRY. 

' Amount  brought  forward, 

$366  98 

Chambersburg 

$32  50 

Jersey  Shore  in  part 

14  46 

Daupbin 

2 75 

“ Rev  Mr  Stephens 

50 

“ X Powell  - 

50 

— 14  96 

3 25 

Chillesquaque  Pres  Ch 

- 

12  00 

Harrisburg,  Mrs  Tbome 

1 25 

Milton  in  part 

36  63 

“ Aug'us  Burnett 

2 00 

Selinsgrove  in  part 

7 23 

Mrs  McPherson 

1 00 

Northumberland  in  part 

12 

00 

“ Lutheran  Church 

“ per  Mr  Simonton 

50 

m part 

16  00 

12  50 

20  25 

Easton 

152  41 

Dovlestown  Pres.  Ch. 

13  76 

Hollidaysburg  - 

79 

25 

“ M.  E.  Ch. 

2 46 

“ Luth  Ch 

3 

13 

16  22 

“ Baptist  Ch 

20 

00 

Carlisle  Pres  Churches  - 

35  88 

102  38 

“ M E Ch  - 

9 75 

Hill  A'^allev 

_ 

3 69 

Prof  Tiffany  - 

2 50 

Catasaqua  in  part 

19  00 

“ “ M ent  worth 

2 00 

Allentown  *• 

. 

19  88 

50  ISX’pper  Oetorara  Pres  Ch 

16  00 

Mount  Joy,  Rev  N Dodge 

5 OO.Martiu  Bell 

10  00 

Erankforci  M E Ch 

3 63 

Sunbury 

5 74 

Baptist  Ch 

5 00 

Fairview 

1 

50 

8 63 

“ Individuals 

1 

95 

Kingston,  St  Stephen's  Ch 

6 15 

— 3 45 

Mechanicshurg 

8 75 J eanesville 

- 

30  00 

Wrightsville  M E Ch  - 

3 26  Beaver  Meadow 

8 00 

Hamiltonville.  James  Kerr 

10  00 

Mauch  Chunk 

8 70 

“ Other  indivi- 

lYiesport 

8 72 

duals 

5 00 

New  Hope 

- 

1 35 

15  00  Mill  Creek 

- 

6 67 

Water  Street 

16  00 

Mifflin  Pres  Ch  in  part 

7 

99 

York,  P A Small  - 

5 on 

“ M E Ch  “ - 

4 70 

Samuel  Small 

5 00 

12  69 

“ C A Morris  - 

5 00 

Newport 

- 

4 00 

“ Sarah  Montgomery 

5 00 

W illianishurg  - 

17 

75 

“ Other  individuals 

39  50 

“ Luth  Ch 

4 25 

59  50 

22  00 

Lancaster,  a Friend 

50:Petershurg 

10  27 

Newville,  Ruth  Irvine 

2 00 

Alexandria  M E Ch 

3 20 

“ M E Ch  per  Rev 

1 

Pres  Ch 

5 70 

Mr  Erie 

1 50 

— 8 90 

“ Ev.  Luth.  Ch. 

8 00 

McVeytown  M E Ch 

- 

13  43 

11  50 

Johnstown  “ 

9 00 

Middletown 

2 75 

Huntingdon  “ 

- 

8 36 

“ Coll  Rev  Mr  B 

2 51 

Yardleyville  “ 

- 

2 50 

5 yOjReigilsville  Union  Ch 

- 

4 50 

Lewisbnrg 

- 

44  25 

Harmony  N J Pres  Ch  Rev  Dr  Skin- 

Lewistown  A1  E Ch 

9 25 

ner  . _ . 

5 00 

“ Other  Churches  17  25 

Brownsburg  Rev  W H Kirk 

2 00 

26  50 

“ Miss  Anne  Kirk 

50 

Perrysville 

- 

3 25 

2 50 

McEwensville 

2 79 

John  Brewster 

- 80  00 

“ Rev  Mr  Boyer 

25 

— 

3 04 

$1029  44 

Williamsport 

14  45 

CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA.  

Lockhaven  in  part 

4 35 

John  A Brown 

$100  00 

“ Individuals 

4 50 

G H Stuart 

- 50  00 

8 85  C E Spangler 

20  00 

Pine  Creek  Luth  Ch 

3 23 

Raiguel  & Co 

- 20  00 

’ “ Mrs  German 

1 51 

Barcroft,  Beaver  & Co 

20  00 

— 

4 74D  Lapsley 

- 20  00 

Amount  carried  forward, 

$366  98 

Amount  carried  forward. 

$230  00 
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Amount  brought  forward, 
Dutilh,  Humphreys  & Co 
Arthur  A Burt 
Heed,  Bros  & Co  - 
Robert  Hamilton 
Hugh  Elliott 
E E Backus 
H J AVilliams 
Alexander  Fullerton  - 
Hoskins,  Heiskell  & Co  - 
Mrs  T Fassitt 
Thos  Fleming 
Atwood  & Co 
M W Baldwin 
S & W Welsh 
J S Kneedler 
Worrell,  Coates,  &,  Co 
Harris  & Leech 
Bingham,  Dock  & Co 
Mrs  Jane  F Stewart 
Wm  S Boyd 
Arch  Robertson 
Mrs  Rev  John  Chambers 
David  S Brown  & Co 
Slade,  Gemmill  & Pratt 
Hacker,  Lea  & Co 
Moses  Johnson 
J F 

Farnum,  Kirkham  & Co 
T P Remington 
Tredick,  Stokes  & Co 
Dulles  & Aertsen 
Fales,  Lathrop  & Co 
W H Richards 
D B Hinman 
W S Roberts 
E W Lehman 
Samuel  C Huev 
S B L 

W F Geddes 
R S Clark 
W J P White 
Jas  Bayard 
Ephraim  Clark 
J B Okie 
Robert  Clark 
Misses  Clark 
Jas  R Campbell 
Abraham  R Perkins 
Ambrose  White 
S H Perkins 
A McIntyre 
James  R Gemmill 
George  W Poland 
James  W Paul 
Morris  Patterson 
Abraham  Burns 
J Walton 
J R Williams 
Thomas  Wattson 
Oak,  Blye  & Co 


$230  00;  Amount  brought  forward, 
20  00  Thomas  H Hoge 
20  00  J ames  Leslie  - 


15 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 


00  W Goodrich 
00  Wm  McKee 
00  Hugh  Campbell 
00  C B Penrose 


10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 


00  Miss  H R Earp 
00  J B Ross 
10  00  LP  Dubois 
10  00  Farnum  & Imbrie 
10  00  John  McArthur 
10  00  S A Mercer  - 
10  00  Edwin  M Lewis 
00  Miss  H Holland 
00  James  Warren 


10  00 
10  00 


10 

7 

6 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 


Charles  Harkness 
Mrs  Wm  Brown 
Benjamin  Silvis 
George  E Taylor 
J C Farr 
T N Harper 
Elizabeth  Heyl 
James  Bruen 
James  Barratt 
John  R Rue 
Deland  & Grant 
Ann  Hertzog 
Benjamin  Kugler 
Richard  C Dale  - 
Price  J Patton  & Co 
J W Gibbs 
Mrs  B Gerhard 
Misses  L 

Joseph  R Dickson 
J K Law 
Thomas  Earp 
D Deal 
S 

J S 

M Reed 
H A Bowers 
W P Hacker 
James  Wray 
00  Isaac  R Smith 
OO’  John  L Linton  - 
00 'D  C McCammon 
00  James  Field 


George  Young 


M D 


W E Dubois 
G R Kellogg 
W H Hart”  - 
J McLanahan 
E Dunbar 
Joseph  J Read 
Cash 

Henry  Styer 


$683  00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
4 00 
3 00 
3 00 
3 00 
3 00 
3 00 
2 50 
2 50 
2 50 
2 50 
2 50 


Amount  carried  forward,  $683  00 


Amount  carried  forward,  $944  50 


24 


Amount  brought  forward. 

$944  50 

Amount  brought  forward. 

$999  50 

H C Blair 

2 50 

Flumerfelt 

- 

1 00 

Charles  Plarbert 

2 50 

0 T S 

- 

1 00 

Samuel  Tolman 

2 50 

E Crow'ell 

. 

1 00 

Thomas  Tolman 

2 50 

R McLellin 

- 

1 00 

W Allison 

2 00 

Mrs  Harper 

- 

1 00 

E A Bennett 

2 00 

J K M 

. 

1 00 

John  Johnson 

2 CO 

G R 

2 00 

$1005  50 

James  Berry 

2 00 

First  Ind  Ch  Broad  St 

. 

£5  50 

Samuel  Work 

2 00 

“ Ref  Pres  Ch 

. 

26  65 

W H Gray 

2 00 

“ Ass  Ref  Ch., 

20  00 

Cash  (J  L) 

2 00 

Nazareth  M E Ch 

- 

7 97 

“ 2 individuals  each  2 00 

4 00 

Second  Bap  Ch  Southwark 

21  00 

J C Chance 

2 00 

Western  M E Ch  individuals 

1 65 

John  Edgar 

2 00 

Broad  St  Baptist  Ch 

13  00 

Cash,  9 persons,  each  1 

9 00 

“ E W Miller 

6 00 

SB- 

1 00 

“ A Steinmetz 

1 00 

R - - - - 

1 00 

20  00 

Dr  Perrine 

1 00 

Asbury  M E Ch 

. 

5 00 

Miss  Mary  Knoll 

1 00 

Fourth  Ref  Pres  Ch 

- 

8 20 

Mr  Stille 

1 00 

Eighth  St  M E Ch 

- 

7 11 

F - - - - 

1 00 

Trinity  “ 

- 

20  56 

J F P - 

1 00 

Fifth  St  “ 

- 

19  00 

H Apple 

1 00 

St  Paul’s  S S p Rev  Dr  Newdon 

10  00 

J Hartman 

1 00 

Juvenile  Miss.  Society  Ninth 

R K H 

1 00 

Pres  Church 

- 

15  00 

W M R - 

1 00 

A H Stilwell 

1 00 

$1213  14 

Amount  carried  forward. 

$999  50 

Philadelphia  Sabbath  Association  in  account  vnth  M Buehleh,  Treasurer. 


1852.  Cr. 

Feb  16th,  By  Balance,  - - - . , . 

By  Subscriptions  and  Donations  in  Philadelphia, 

“ “ other  parts  of  Penn’a 


Dr. 

To  amount  paid 

General  Agent,  Rev'.  J.  Miller,  T 

Missionaries,  Rev,  W.  Hance,  B.  T.  Sewell,  James  Gub- s Salaries, 
by,  D.  H.  McCoy,  Joseph  Mateer,  and  W.  M Blackburn,  j 
To  same  tor  Travelling  E.xpenses  . . - . 

“ Printing  reports,  books,  tracts,  and  incidental  expenses. 
Balance  in  Treasury,  . - . . . 


|772  29 
1213  14 
1029  44 

$30ir87 


$1686  67 

321  73 
179  16 
827  31 

$3014  87 


The  undersigned,  appointed  a Committee  by  the  P.  Sabbath  Association,  to  ex- 
amine the  Treasurer's  account,  hereby  certify  that  they  have  compared  the  above 
account  with  the  vouchers,  and  find  the  same  correct.  Balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer,  eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents. 

Paul  T > Committee. 

James  Wrat,  J 

The  principle  of  this  Society  is  to  keep  entirely  free  from  debt.  Hence  the  high 
importance  of  a Treasury  well  replenished,  in  order  to  give  efficiency  to  our  efforts. 

Donations  may  be  sent  to  Mr.  Martin  Boehler,  Treasurer  of  this  Association 
No.  195  Market  Street,  or  to  the  Rooms  of  the  Society,  144^  Chestnut  Street,  care 
of  Wilfred  Hall,  Esq,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Philadelphia,  Pa,,  or  to  the  Rev. 
Jeremiah  Miller,  General  Agent,  of  the  Society,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 


